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Aporia is published twice each year by the Department of Philosophy at Brigham 
Young University and is dedicated to recognizing exemplary philosophical work at 
the undergraduate level. The spring issue each year includes the winning essays of 
the annual David H. Yarn Philosophical Essay Competition, which is open to BYU 
undergraduates only, along with other outstanding philosophical essays submitted 
by undergraduate philosophy students from around the world. The winners of the 
Yarn Competition are selected by a faculty committee independent of the student 
editors and staff, who make all other publishing decisions. The fall issue is pub-
lished online and consists of papers selected by the editorial staff. Submissions are 
welcome from all undergraduate students, both at BYU and elsewhere.

The Aporia staff is especially grateful to those whose support makes this journal  
possible. Special thanks go to Professor David Laraway, chair of the Department of 
Philosophy, and Professor Michael Hansen, our faculty advisor. Aporia is funded 
by a generous contribution from the David H. Yarn Endowment. Those wishing to 
contribute to this fund may do so by contacting the BYU Department of Philoso-
phy.

Opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of the editors, the Department of Philosophy, Brigham 
Young University, or its sponsor, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

ht t p ://ap or i a .b y u .e du



A P O R I A

A  S T U D E N T  J O U R N A L  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y

br igh a m you ng u ni v er si t y

volume 31 number 2 • fall 2021

The Eternal Elements of the Past:

A Hermeneutic Approach to Confucian Philosophies 

of History

Jack Corp

A Hermeneutic Response to

Apologists and Atheists

Brant Entrekin

A Critical Review of Brynna Gang’s

“In Defense of the Unbeliever”

Armand Babakhanian

1

12

23


